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US Middle East Policy and the Role of Turkey: The Recent Development in Turkish-American Relations 

The concern of American government to the Middle East, as you know goes to Cold War years, even to 1920s, the times American oil companies gained oil concession from the regional governments. That was begun with taking shares from the Iraqian Oil company and became major shareholders, the other were BP, Shell and French companies. And in 1933, an important concession aggreement was signed with the Saudi Arabia and Aramco was established as a result of this process. The major members of this new company were Exxon, Texaco and Mobil. Similarly Gulf, the other American firm, took concession from quwait with BP. In these years American regional interest heavily economic since regional security issues was on the responsibility of British government which controlled entire region after the Ottoman empire dissolved. 

However, II. WW radically changed international and regional securtiy arcitecture since Bristish government that was substantally influenced from war was not abble to provide security for these interests. In the beginning of the Cold War Truman doktrine became a very important signal of American engagement to the region which was under the threat of soviet expansionism. American government as a new super power of the Cold War gave military and economic support to Turkey and Greece which were threaten by the Soviet Union. Succeedig years as a result of some developments arised in the Middle East American engagement became clear and gained military dimension with the Eisenhower Doktrine which was targeted to support regional goverments against the International communism and deploy military power if those goverment demanded. Even though the Vietnam War which caused the change the American policy in the way of not to use military power in the regional conflicts, it maintained its military engagement with the Middle Eastern countries. In those years American concern to the Middle East to a large extent stemmed from the Sviet expansionism and in this context to protect the regional allies and existing economic interests. So economic interests and security questions have substantial importance for American strategic planning toward the region. Turkey, Israel, Iran and Saudi Arabia were prominent allies of Washington. 
But Iran revolution and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan deeply influenced the regional balance of power against the US and the its allies. American military engagement became very significant through Carter and Reagan Administrations. White House clearly underscored its position against the new threats and signed new aggreements with the regional allies for facilities to deploy American military power.

During the long lasting Iraq-Iran War, to maintain the regional balance of power and save regional allies for both Soviet and Iranian threats. Turkey in all of these process became a very important ally and partner to cooperate with Washington for the same concerns. 

Developments took place in the beginning of 90s became turning point for the World and the region. Soviet union collapsed and the Eastern Bloc dissolved. 
Iraq and its authoritarian leader of Saddam Hussein invaded and annexed the Quwait to resolve the historical claims about this country by benefitting the power vacuum arised in the region. But against this anlawful and unlegitimated invasion, international society led by the US under the oversight of UN responded and ended this invasion and an embargo was applied to Iraq and a new process begun for this country under the UN inspection for its nuclear initiatives. Bu no solution couldn’t be found during 13 years. And also in this process Turkish governments collobarated with the international society and the Washington government.

On the other hand, the collapse of Soviet Unon and the disintegration of Eastern Bloc changed international balance power  and ended the Cold War lasted more than 45 years. USA became sole super power, but international and regional security agenda was also changed.  But 9/11 also demonstrated to the US and the world now we face another threats stemmed from international terrorism. And also international struggle became very inevitable to this threats. And the post soviet struggle was no longer ideologic struggle stemmed from communist expansionism. Moreover in this this new stage, two struggle became very evident; economic strruggle over the natural resources and the struggle between states and powers engaged to the globalization and  others that are not willing to engage to this. And also there have been two important threats became very obvious stems from terrorism and the threats stems from nuclear proliferation.
For American foreign policy formulated as Bush Doctrine, one of the important threats  was international terrorist organizations and its supporters. As stated above 9/11 attacks to New York and Washington by el-Qaeda terrorist organization was an important turning point. And Afghanistan and its Taliban government which hosted the leaders of this organization became target and in octaber 2001 Afghanistan operation realized by USA and its NATO allies. Turkey in this process also showed what extent a reliable ally for Washington. The main objective of this operation was not only terrorism but also to contain the new nuclear power such as Iran and Pakistan and to achieve security of energy resources ant its ttransportaion to the World.
Moreover, for American government after Al-Qaeda attacks, beside the international terrorism the second important threat were states willing to be nuclear power. In this context, for the Bush government; Iraq, Iran, Syria and North Korea called as rogue states. Iraq operation should be assessed in these perspectives.


 And also mentioned above a compromise couldn’t be found with the Iraq government and UN as well as with the USA for the ending of embargo and the return of Iraqi government to the international society and US government decided to the operation. But during the crises Turkish and American governments couldn’t be achieved to make a cooperation since  some problems unresolved. Becouse of the some consideration of Turkish government stemmed from the destruction of Iraqi unity and the reluctance of american government not to share political objectives of this military operation, the negotions took place between both sides was misunderstood from outside that it was a simple money bargaining. Despite this governing party continued to support and willing to pass legislative resolution to send the Turkish troops to Iraq and to host the American  soldiers to Turkey for the second front from the North, Turkish parliament didn’t allow to pass this resolution and as such Turkish-american cooperation had to be suspended for a while. I am saying for while because Turkey passed another resolution to allocate Turkish air spaces for allies and gave logistic support to American soldiers warring in Iraq. 


Despite this, for about four years the relation between both sides couldn’t be put in to right way until the end of 2007, American government during this process became reluctant to give full support to the Turkish government struggling against the PKK terrorist attacts and not to initatiate a satisfying respond for the deployment of Northern Iraq by this organization  to infiltrate and attack Turkish civil and military targets.
Let me call your attention, eventually, but both sides understood to compromise their interest in the context of common sence. Since no side was abble to sustain their regional interests and achieve political objectives, a conciliation and cooperation were seen inevitable. Moreover, the Middle East is very important for both sides. Turkey with old historical, religional and cultural bonds with region as well as an important country of the region has been influencing from regional problems. On the other, with a real engagement for years and some political and economic resons US are deeply interested with the region. So there are many reasons to cooperate rather than to compete.  Because as I noted earlier the importance of the Middle East was not over. Rather, it gained high importance because of stratetegic, security, political and economic reasons. First of all the region with a reach oil and gas reserves attracted the global competetition. And radical movements connected with the el-Qaeda or potantial powers to threats the stabilities of regional allies and the security of Israel and other regional countries. To overcome these threats for the US interests, Afghanistan and Iraq operations were also so important.

If we only take the energy resources, it is obvious that the region has the 70 percent of the world oil reserves and 30 percent of natural gas reserves. Of the regional countries, Saudi  Arabia which has been a very deeply engaged with the US has 25 percent of World oil reserves, while Iraq has 11, Iran 13 percent. If we assume that total potantial world reserves is around 1.1000 billion barrel, 700 million of these reserves is in the Persian Gulf region. If we include the reserves Central Asian and Caspian Sea region which has around 250,billion barrel oil reserves, than more than 800 billion of total reserves of the world is in this so called Greater  Middle Eastern region. It should also be noted that US governments oil consumption is around 25 percent of world oil consumtion that is equal to the Europe including Russia. Since US reserves is declining and internal production is not enough to existing consumption its energy dependence to the outside has been increased from 50 percent to the 60 percent in the last 10 years and it is expected to increase.

There are also radical movements which are able to have a potantial threat and regional moderate governments which have been good allies with US for years like Saudi Arabia and Gulf Sheikhdoms such as Quwait, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman. To sustain these regimes US government is encouraging to do some democratic reforms to prevent the influence of radical movements which may ties with Al-Qaeda. 

As mentionaed above, nuclear prolifiretaion became very important issue after that Iran cleared its position to have nuclear program even if it was claimed for peacefull purposes. According to American government, Iran’s nuclear ambitions is not for energy requirements rather than to be nuclear power, since Iran with a 13 percent (137 million barrel) oil reserves is the second oil rich country behind the Saudi Arabia and with 15 percent of natural gas reserves is also second after Russia. Since Iran is also making the leadership of anti-globalisation pact and may collobarate al-Qaeda and/or other radical organisations. It is obvious that Hızbullah and Hamas which were perceived significant threats for Israel are being supported by Iran. Iran also is being blamed to involve anti-American Shia groups in Iraq. Iran has been supporting shia groups in the regional countries such as Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Quwait. It was very obvious during the first years of Iranian revolution but after time being this support became invisible excluding Iraq.   


Iraq war is very important for American government to gain full control and to consolidate its existance in this country. But there are real challenges from resistance groups which some of are being supported by Al-Qaeda some others by Iran. It is very important to maintain Iraqi unity, and to establish a sustainable structure in this country. Otherwise, Iraq has a potantial conflicts to destroy the balance of power relations among the powers inside and outside the country.  From the disintegration of Iraq none of the political powers including US would benefit any advantage rather than Iran. Since Shia groups that are controlling 80 percent of the oil reserves of the country might be an important ally for Iran. Then Iran would gain a real potantial to control the region and by giving full support of other Shia groups in other regional government, be a regional power with a nuclear capability.

Israel’s security has been very vital for all the American government from past to day. In this context Philistine question and to find sustainable and lasting peace fort this question is stil very important. If it is not possible to settle the problem through an acceptable peace, this security question will probably continue. The operation of Iraq should also taken in to account in this context, since Saddam was one of the important threat for Israel by having huge oil reserves and military power. And also Iran and syria stil are very important security questions for Israel. Both states are supporting anti-Israel groups such as Hamas and Hızbollah and Iran’s anti-Israel stand is very certain. 

On the other hand Turkey’s position is very critical and delicate in this region since it has as noted earlier, a very important historical and religional ties as well as pyhysical closeness to the region. It is certain that Turkey’s relation with the US was based on the security reason stemmed from soviet expansionist aspirations during the Cold War, but after the end of this process, security and military architecture has been absolelty changed. Soviet was over and Turkey has good economic and political relations with Russia. Turkey’s trade volume with Russia is around 28 billion dolar. This influential economic relation is causing to improve relations in all fields. And Turkey solved questions or trying to solve and improved the relations with Syrian government in post Cold era. Disintegration of Soviet Union caused to independence of many Turcic states in the Central Asia and Caucasus. Turkey has very important relations with all these states for many areas. Turkey has been providing full support to these countries. Turkey became firt state to recognize their independance.  Turkey tryed to give financial support and to encourage Turkish private sector in those countries. Direct investment of Turkish enterpreneurs in those countries is around 4 billian dollar while construction commitments is around 16 billian dollar. Turkey’s foreign trade volume with the region is about 15 billian dollar. 


Turkish foreign policy toward the neigbouring countries is depending on the zero problem approach. And in this context Turkish government solved its problems with Syria and trying to solve with Greece. And also it has good realtions with Iran, Georgia and Balkan states. Turkey’s trade and energy relations with Iran is getting improving and became multydimensional. 

There are many points to be taken into consideration to asses Turkey’s role in the region. These are having deep relations with the regional countries, having better relations with neighbouring countries and being democratic parliamentarian regime, strategic, political and economic relations with the West, balancing relations with the Middle Eastern countries, its EU proces and to have stable democracy and better economic position with 600 billion GNP and 300 billian dollar foreign trade volume. Turkey’s foreign Exchange reserve is around 100 billian dollar. For these reasons Turkey is very attractive for foreign investers, as a adynamic and groving economy. Turkey is a key country for energy transferring to West. BTC and NABUCCO Project should be emphasized.

As we remember, Turkey’s such position is cousing to increase its role in the region. Turkey is trying to make contribution to settle existing questions between them. As foreign minister Ali babacan noted in his speechs Turkey hosted Afghanistan and Pakistan leaders to negotiate their problems and this process will probably continue with a new summit to be held in İstanbul. It is also known that Turkey has been a very important mediator for solution of the questions between Israel and Syria. Turkey’s role is getting increase for many reasons that some of them are noted above. Its balanced and honest relations with all the regional countries is playing very important role for these intiatives. Turkey is trying to be found a diplomatic and political solution to the nuclear proliferation problems in the region. Turkey is cooperating with the USA and the international society. Sincerely it should be cleared that Turkey is against to have nuclear programs for non peacefull purposes. 

Turkey’s stand is Iraq is also very certain that it is willing to stabilize the undivided Iraq and to maintain its integrity by peacefull and democratic processes. Turkey has deep relations with all the parties inside the Iraq. Turkey’s support for reconstruction process became very substantial. Turkey in all of this process also gave full support to USA as a reliable ally. Turkey is very important energy path for Iraq to export its oil to the world and also main energy and food supplier for Iraq and American existance in Iraq.
Closeness of Turkey to the region increase its importance its role in the World politics particularly for US energy policy, Turkey is inevitable country as an ally with strong economic and political stability and its engagement with the West as an old NATO ally. Among the basic concerns of American foreign policy toward the region the security of energy resources, the security of its regional allies and the security of Israel. In all these respects Turkey’s importance is easily understood. Turkey with a Muslim population has been against the radical movement in the region and full cooperation to restrict their influence. Turkey has also been also full cooperation with Washington in Iraqi economic and political reconstruction process. As a last point Turkey is the only country having peacefull relations with Israel. It should be remembered from Otoman time to the present, Turkey became reliable friend for Jewish people.  As a first Muslim country recognized Israel has never been a threat for Tel Aviv. 
